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Story Summary:   John Henry was born with a hammer in his hand during a strange wild 
night that was black and white and red.  He worked hard as he grew up on his parents' 
farm, but he never used a hammer.  He was the strongest worker on a steamboat and the 
best fireman on the railroad.  Before long he took a hammer in hand and quickly became 
the best worker on the crew that built the Big Bend Tunnel.  He broke through to the far 
side three times.  John Henry encouraged the other men and saved the crews' lives 
twice.  He raced against the white men's steam drill to drill a railroad tunnel in West 
Virginia and John beat the machine, but his heart burst with the effort and he died "with 
his hammer in his hand."  Some people say his friendly spirit still haunts the dark.  

Read-aloud Recommendation: Chapter 4, pages 17-23

The skills for each activity are identified by the following abbreviations:  
R=Reading, W=Writing, S=Speaking, L=Listening, D=Drawing  

John Henry and His Hammer - Independent Activities Skills  

1. A Full-Blown Legend (Creating a tall tale based on fact) S 
2. Heroes as Models (Researching a topic) R , S 
3. I Was There (Writing a journal) W 
4. A Character Sketch (Writing a character description) W 
5. The Red Moon on a Stormy Night (Writing a report) R , S , W 
6. The Railroad's Impact (Writing a report) R , S , W 
John Henry and His Hammer - Group Activities Skills  

1. The Ballad of John Henry (Presenting a ballad) R , S 
2. Contemporary Tall Tale Heroes (Writing a tall tale) W 
3. Color Similes (Creating similes) W 
4. Sequential Tales (Telling a tall tale) S 
5. Big Wheels, Little Wheels (Discussing a topic) L , S 
6. "Let's Talk About..." (Discussing the story) L , S 
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