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Reading Guide

Introducing the book: This section can be used to acquaint students with the story, the author, or the
illustrator, to open a discussion that capitalizes on students’ prior knowledge, and/or to motivate student
interest. While it is important to accomplish any one or more of the components above, it is more
important to get them into the book as soon as their interest is peaked. The amount of time to spend on
the introduction is best determined by your students’ needs and interests.

Ongoing activity: This activity is optional It is designed to highlight an important feature of the book.
Often this is based on the characters, the plot, the setting, the author’s craft, the illustrator, and any other
literary element that students will be asked to observe throughout their reading of the book. The last
question in each reading focuses their attention on this feature. Space is provided on the Student’s
Edition page for them to take notes. The Culminating Activity provides a follow-up to this activity.

Vocabulary: The vocabulary words for this list are sequenced according to their occurrence in the
story. You can add words to the list or delete words according to your students’ needs. Page references
are provided for your convenience.

Discussion Guide: The chapter-by-chapter questions in the Teacher’s Guide can be used in a variety of
instructional settings. You may choose to use them to guide discussion when you meet with your
students after they have read the selection. With some groups you may choose to give them to students
prior to their reading the selection. In this case, students use the questions to guide their reading and
preparation for a group discussion. You may also choose to assign some of the questions, or your could
add or edit questions. The instructional options are numerous.

Note: Possible responses and/or answer keys are not included as the questions, many of which are open-
ended, are designed to encourage a variety of responses. The intent of the questions is to guide the stu-
dents toward a more interactive and engaging discussion of the story and its many views.

Related Bookfolio Activities: Correlations to activities in the Bookfolio are provided as a convenience
for those who are using the Bookfolio.

Culminating Activity: This activity is a follow-up to the On-going Activity. It may take the form of a
group discussion or group collaboration; or it may require an independent or group written response. In
the event a special graphic organizer is necessary, such as a Venn diagram, the necessary formatted page
is included with the Student’s Edition.

Student’s Guide

The Student’s Guide is a standard chapter worksheet or response page that your students can use based
on your direction. For example, students could use the questions to guide their reading and prepare for a
group discussion. They could use the write-on lines to answer questions, take notes, respond to the last
question and/or the On-going Activity, or write their own questions. Likewise students can personalize
the vocabulary list by adding more words of their choice from the selection. Page references for the
vocabulary words are not included on the Student’s Guide page, however you can add them if you feel
they are necessary. Students should keep their worksheets in a binder or folder for future use. They
may need to refer to their notes to complete the Culminating Activity or for some other end-of-book
activity. You can also modify the Student Guide page by adding vocabulary words or questions,
providing word meanings, or any other use you feel necessary to facilitate your instructional program.
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Story Summary

Kay and Wart, young boys growing up in the Middle Ages on Sir Ector's manor, spend their days
preparing to become noble knights, learning to joust and hunt. When Merlyn, a marvelous magician,
agrees to become the boys' tutor, strange and exciting things begin happening. Merlyn transforms the
eager Wart into different species so that he might learn valuable lessons. Wart swims in the castle's
moat as a fish, spends an evening among the hawks whom he admires, and even listens to the dreams of
the majestic trees of the forest when he becomes an owl. Both boys assist Robin Hood in an adventure
and even battle the terrible griffins. Wart's destiny is revealed when he alone is able to remove a sword
imprisoned in stone and becomes King Arthur, noble ruler of England.

About the Author

While working as an English master at Stowe School (1930-1936), T.H. White completed English Have
My Bones, an autobiographical account. He then became a full-time writer, devoting himself to the
study of Arthurian legend.. Terence Hanbury White is best known for his witty retelling of the
Arthurian legend in the five book cycle The Once and Future King (1939-58), of which The Sword in
the Stone is the first book. This epic work was the basis for the popular 1960 musical Camelot (revived
in 1980). White's other works inspired by medieval life include an account of hawk training and a
bestiary. He was a novelist, short-story writer, poet, satirist, social historian, and writer of children's
books. Students might be interested in the remaining titles of King Arthur cycle.

The Once and Future King
The Sword in the Stone
The Witch in the Wood
The IlI-Made Knight
The Candle in the Wind
The Book of Merlyn

The Award Winners Database at literatureplace.com

See our online Awards Winner Database for free access to the dynamic and on-going compilation of
award-winning books. Use our search tools to create and customize your own annotated reading lists
from over 100 book awards programs representing both institutional awards programs and the state-
based children's choice awards programs. This cumulative combination of adult-selected books and
children-selected books provides a broad and in-depth view of the best children's books.

* update an existing reading list,

» create individualized reading list for each student,

» find curriculum-related books,

» send annotated reading lists for your students’ parents to use,

» and so many other uses for your classroom and the school library!

See the following websites for information about the author.

http://www?2.netdoor.com/~moulder/thwhite/
http://www2.netdoor.com/~moulder/thwhite/tsits_a.html
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/6422/rev1079.html
http://classiclit.about.com/od/whiteth/p/aa_thwhite.htm?terms=at-+t
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/thwhite/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Sword in the Stone (film)
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4. Chapter VII (pp. 76-95)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

1. In what way do Sir Ector and Merlyn disagree about what makes a good
education?

2. What are some things that are important for a knight to know about the art of
jousting or tilting?

3. How does the goat show great loyalty?
4. How do Wart and Merlyn differ in their attitudes toward jousting?

5. Why is Wart grieving? What would Wart call himself if he could be a knight?
Since Wart says he would not want a wife if he were a knight, why does he feel
that he must have a lady-love?

6. What comment do you think the author is making about King Pellinore and his
Quest for the Beast when Pellinore says to his dog, “Very keen on rabbits. Ay
tell you there’s nothing in it, you beastly dog”?

7.  When anyone says “Hail” in greeting King Pellinore, what does he think the
person means? Why do you think that is?

8. The author often uses humor to make a point. What point do you think he wants
to make about King Pellinore and his questing after the Questing Beast?

9. How do the knights pretend they have a reason to joust?

10. In your own words, describe the scene of Sir Pellinore and Sir Grummore’s joust
on horseback and finally on foot. How does it end? Is there a winner?

11. What do you think Merlyn is telling Wart about jousting? Do you think the
author has a message for the reader? In your own words, tell what that message
might be?

12. What has Kay been doing while Wart and Merlyn are gone? Does anyone realize
they are gone?

13. In what way does the joust between King Pellinore and Sir Grummore present an
opportunity to Wart? What do you think Wart learns as a result of this
experience?

My vocabulary list

convex
concave
probity
commiseration
errant
incantation
panoply
feat
equestrian
gorse
recreant
sward
laboriously
cumbrous
pondered
heave
vigilant
precaution
seething
indignation
unanimous

My chapter questions, notes, and more
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Chapter VIII (pp. 95-110)

L.

10.

11.

12.

13.

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

Describe everyone’s mood at the beginning of Chapter VIII. What does Wart do
to help change how he feels?

Based on the conversation between Merlyn and Wart, describe their relationship.

Merlyn agrees to change Wart into a hawk. What does Merlyn tell him he must
do as a hawk in Hob’s mews?

According to Merlyn, why is food a subject of importance to the hawks? What
other subjects interest them?

The author uses satire in this novel. What is satire? How does Merlyn use it
when he compares hawks with cavalry officers?

What kind of hawk does Wart choose to become? Why do you think he chooses
this kind? What error did Merlyn make when he said the spell to change Wart?
Do you think Merlyn’s imperfections add to the humor in the book?

What instructions does Merlyn give Wart? How might similar instructions be
useful to you when joining a new group?

Is Wart able to answer all of the questions he is asked? Does he get any help?
Does he ever guess what answer he should give? Does he think his way through
any of the questions and get the right answer?

Do you think Wart followed Merlyn’s instructions during the ordeal? Support
your opinion.

What are beasts of the foot? Why are they called by this name? Why are the feet
of a hawk so important?

What ordeal must Wart go through as part of his initiation? Is he afraid? Why
does Wart decide to go through with the ordeal? What do you think the author
might be saying about courage?

What words does Balan say which prophesy the future?

In what way does his experience as a hawk present an opportunity to Wart?
What do you think Wart learns as a result of this experience?

My vocabulary list

decadent
foresight
catechism
dereliction
culprit
candidate
jesses

vex
irrevocably
tautened

My chapter questions, notes, and more
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/fr Chapters IX & X (pp. 110-130)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide My vocabulary list
1. Why do Wart and Kay have a fist fight? What do you think is bothering Wart? curfew
Why does Kay feel rejected by both Wart and Merlyn? inexorably
. . . parable
2. When Wart goes to Merlyn and complains that Merlyn is unfair to Kay, what traitened
does Merlyn tell him about life? What is the parable Merlyn tells Wart, and what Zral che
does it teach? eputed .
anachronism
3. For what reason does Merlyn say he has been sent? How is it possible that Kay fhspass.ionately
is fortunate not to be changed into a hawk like Wart? Does Wart understand Ingenuity
what Merlyn is trying to say to him? Do you? Tell what you think it is in your proprietors
own words. ludicrously
impenetrable
4.  Why does Merlyn vanish for a short time? Does this scene and the wrong hats mahogany
appearing for Merlyn bring humor into the story? sentries
irth
5. What does Merlyn say which hints at a greater power to whom he must answer? gmb ellished
Why does Merlyn refuse to perform magic for Kay? What fact about himself sinew
does Wart appear unable to accept so far? . .
insubordinate
6. What kind of hawk does Wart choose to become? Why do you think he chooses pestlle.nt
this kind? What error did Merlyn make when he said the spell to change Wart? assassinate
Do you think Merlyn’s imperfections add to the humor in the book?
7. What instructions does Merlyn give Wart? How might similar instructions be
useful to you when joining a new group?
8. Is Wart able to answer all of the questions he is asked? Does he get any help?
Does he ever guess what answer he should give? Does he think his way through
any of the questions and get the right answer?
9. Do you think Wart followed Merlyn’s instructions during the ordeal? Support
your opinion.
10. What are beasts of the foot? Why are they called by this name? Why are the feet
of a hawk so important?
11. What ordeal must Wart go through as part of his initiation? Is he afraid? Why
does Wart decide to go through with the ordeal? What do you think the author
might be saying about courage?
12. What words does Balan say which prophesy the future?
13. In what way does his experience as a hawk present an opportunity to Wart?
What do you think Wart learns as a result of this experience?
My chapter questions, notes, and more Use another sheet of paper to write your responses.
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4. Chapters XI & XII (pp. 131-149)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

1. In your own words, what are Robin Wood’s plans for surrounding the
Anthropophagi? When will they do it? How will they manage to do it without
being detected?

2. How many troops will there be? Who will the leaders be? Who will the lookout
be? To whose band are Wart and Kay assigned? Are they happy about this?

3. Why does Robin Wood repeat his speech twice? Why does each group repeat his
speech?

4. What must they remember as they move through the forest? The boys first feel
that they have been entrusted to a governess. Why do they change their minds?
What does Maid Marion teach them?

5. Where did the five groups meet? How many miles have they traveled? What
sounds did they make to communicate their presence to one another?

5. What makes the final four miles easy for Wart?
7. What are some of the strange physical characteristics of the Anthropophagi?

8. Describe the attack. What happens to Wart at the end of Chapter XI, and what is
the outcome of this encounter described in Chapter XII?

9. What does Kay choose as a reward for his help? What or who does Wart ask
for? Why does Robin object at first? What is Wart’s explanation, which makes
Robin agreeable to the plan on one condition? What is the condition?

10. When the boys arrive home, what does Kay ask his father to do with his prize?
What differences do you see in Wart’s and Kay’s requests and their attitudes?
What do you think victory represents to Kay? What do you think it means to
Wart?

11. What did Merlyn do for Wart and the Dog-Boy? What did he use for noses?

12. How has Old Wat changed? How has the Dog-Boy changed? What made them
friends? Do you think common experiences are a good basis for understanding
and friendship? Have you ever formed a friendship based on common
experiences? Tell about it.

13. In what way does his adventure with Robin Wood and his men present an
opportunity to Wart? What do you think Wart learns as a result of this
experience?

My vocabulary list

venison
mead
mvincible
decimation
vixen
exaltation
nocturnal
stealth
saffron
innocuous
phalanx
transfixed
assailants
indiscriminately
affirmatively
prophesied
assonances
conundrum

My chapter questions, notes, and more
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4. Chapters XIII & XIV (pp. 149-168)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide
1. When Merlyn turns Wart into a snake, what does he learn? How do snakes feel
about humans? Does the snake which talks to Wart call man by a personal

human name or does it call him by a biological term?

2. Why does the snake feel that Wart’s education lacks some important things?
What does he need to have knowledge of in order to hibernate?

3. What topics does the snake explain to Wart? In a single word, what is he
teaching Wart?

4. Why do you think T. Natrix tells Wart the legend of the Python?
5. Who are the villeins? Describe their lifestyle. Why sre they happy?

6. What news does Uther Pendragon, the King of Gramarye, send to Sir Ector in a
letter? What is Sir Ector expected to provide Sir William Twyti?

7. In what way does this inconvenience Sir Ector?

8. In what way does the possibility of inviting Robin Hood—or Robin Wood—
present a dilemma for Sir Ector?

9. In what way does the boar hunt present an opportunity to Wart? What do you
think Wart learns as a result of this experience?

My vocabulary list

chrysalis
gingerly
probe

bogs
lamenting
mezozoic
ruminant
carcasses
emaciated
muse

ocular
lamentations
rites
invariable
coverts
tythes
Boxing Day
venery

alter

vicar

My chapter questions, notes, and more
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Chapters XV and XVI (pp. 168-188)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

L.

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

14.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

How is the weather in England described in Chapter XV? Have you ever seen the
movie Camelot? Find the name of the song in Camelot that describes the English
weather in a similar way?

Describe the great feast which Sir Ector gives on Christmas night to celebrate the
arrival of Sir Twyti. Who are the guests? What food is served? What is the
entertainment?

How does the evening end? Why is Sir Ector’s speech familiar?
Discuss Warts mood on the morning of the hunt.

Does Master William Twyti seem content with his position and his duties? Why is he
described as “more than half a butcher”? Does this seem ironic? Why?

Note the different plural words that are used to mean “a group of” various animals.
What is the only animal which really interests Master Twyti?

What makes boar hunting fun? What are the dangers involved?

The boar is described as weighing between ten and twenty score. Look up the
meaning of score. How many pounds is that? In what other context have you heard
the word score?

What is suggested by the fact that neither Sir Grummore nor King Pellinore nor Wart
nor Kay are very hungry for breakfast?

What types of dogs are used for boar hunting?

Who is the man in green? What does Sir Ector warn him? Why do you think Sir
Ector introduces Robin as Wood and denies that he has any relation to Robin Hood?

What details does Wart realize about the boar after it is gone?

How do the huntsmen communicate to each other where the boar is and what he is
doing?

For what reasons is Wart able to move as quickly as Twyti? Why do you think Wart
“stuck to Twyti like a burr”?

Why did the boar pay no attention to Beaumont?

What happened when the boar charged Sir Twyti? Who killed the boar? What
happened to Beaumont?

What social mistake does King Pellinore make? Do you think this is an example of
satire? Why or why not? What was his punishment?

What does King Pellinore find in the forest? Describe the beast. Why is King
Pellinore so upset about his Questing Beast? What does he mean when he says,
“Look at its ribs”?

Who do you think showed the most courage during the hunt? Give evidence to
support your opinion.

In what way does his experience hunting boar present an opportunity to Wart? What
do you think Wart learns as a result of this experience?

Copyright ©2007 by Literature Resources Online. All rights reserved.

My vocabulary list

grimace
ferreting
ferrets
ferocity
controversial
confabulation
lair

querulous
impregnable
falchion

Use another sheet of paper

to write your responses.
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~s, Chapters XVII & XVIII (pp. 188-208)
My think, write, and talk about chapter guide My vocabulary list
1. What has caused the Questing Beast to revive? rookery
sable
2. Why does Wart want to be a bird again? How do you think Wart’s education as a
S : ; : : suburbs
bird will be different from his first experience as a bird?
kestrel
3. Do birds have a language? What do Merlyn and Archimedes say about it? descanting
bowery
4. What do you learn about rooks? What does Archimedes like about pigeons? Why temperate
does Merlyn prefer the chaffinch? What is your favorite bird? Why? trance
battlements
5. According to Merlyn, how does the language of birds evolve from imitation? What unutterable
are some of the things that birds can communicate? What other species learn to tranquil
: JheS q
communicate by imitation? atomy
aeronaut
6. What does eating a dead mouse do for Wart? Which lesson does Wart have strata
difficulty learning? Why do you think he has a problem? apex
« . e latitude
7. What does Merlyn mean when he says “a lot of meaning resides in the tone and .
e longitude
the speed of voice”? .
luminous
8. Why does Archimedes call Merlyn a “stunning master”? invincible
decree
9. Describe Merlyn’s puzzle that both Wart and Archimedes can’t answer. decoction
turbid
10. Is it true that owls see only at night? Explain. Why do they prefer to hunt at night? incandescent
undulated
11. In what way is the temperature of both the air and the water the same? On what do cohere
they both depend?
12. What does Wart learn that a bird must do to sit down on a branch? What problem
does landing on a flat surface present?
13. To what does Wart compare Archimedes body as he spies for his dinner? Explain.
Why does he refuse to share his dinner with Wart?
14. Archimedes takes Wart to see his mother, Athene, the goddess of wisdom. Athene
is invisible, yet Wart describes her. What does he say about her? How does Athene
communicate?
15. Athene shows Wart a world of trees at the rate of thirty years in a minute. Wart
learns that trees can talk too, and they tell Wart their strengths. Name three trees and
tell the strength of each.
16. Next Athene tells Wart the dream of the stones at the rate of two million years a
second. What are some of the events Wart sees? What is the last important event?
17. Of what does Kay accuse Wart when Wart returns? Does Kay realize Wart was
gone? What does this tell you about Wart’s body and his method of travel? Use another sheet of paper
. . . . to write your responses.
18. In what way does his experience as a bird present an opportunity to Wart? What do
you think Wart learns as a result of this experience?

Copyright ©2007 by Literature Resources Online. All rights reserved.
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Chapter XIX (pp. 208-222)

L.

10.

11.

12.

13.

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

What do members of Sir Ector’s household usually do in the evening? What
interpretation does the vicar put on everything he reads? What do you think the
author is saying about this?

When the vicar reads a story about a giant, Merlyn offers to bring Wart to see the
giant Galapas. What must Wart do to stay invisible? How is Merlyn able to be
invisible?

What are some of the pitfalls?

Describe the gardeners, the butlers, the footmen, the fruit trees. What do they
have in common?

What do Merlyn and Wart discover about the giant’s castle when they enter it?
How does this change?

Why does the giant keep corpses of humans hanging in the game cupboards?
According to the messages scratched on the dungeon walls, what are some
reasons that the Giant imprisons his subjects?

Why does Galapas speak to each of his prisoners? What do you notice about the
giant’s speech and his behavior when he walks through the dungeon? Does he
always act the same way?

Why is King Pellinore in the dungeon? What does Galapas want from the King?
What does the King want from Galapas?

What does Galapas demand of his prisoners? Why is this necessary? How does
this compare to kidnappings you read about?

Why does Wart feel that they should rescue King Pellinore? Why does Merlyn
believe that this is not their problem?

What reveals Wart and Merlyn’s presence to the Giant? How does Galapas
manage to corner them? What finally saves them just in time?

Describe the condition of the prisoners when they are released. What do they do
before leaving the castle?

In what way does the experience of being invisible present an opportunity to
Wart? What do you think Wart learns as a result of this experience?

My vocabulary list

parson
partial
interred
draught
truncheons
stays
brachet

My chapter questions, notes, and more
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Chapters XX and XXI (pp. 222-240)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

L.

2.

10.
11.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

How many years have passed? How have the boys changed?

Describe Kay’s personality and character. How does he treat Wart? How does
his attitude affect Wart?

How has Merlyn changed?

What are the three stages of a gentleman’s education during this period? Which
of these has Wart completed?

What has Wart learned as a page?

According to Merlyn, what will happen on the day Kay becomes a knight? What
role will Wart play? Does Merlyn seem to respect these rituals?

What attitude of Wart’s shows that he is still immature and too idealistic? What
does Merlyn tell Wart about his ideas about being a knight? How does Merlyn
react to Wart?

Do you think at this stage of Wart’s life both Merlyn and the reader understand
more about life than Wart does? Tell why or why not.

According to Merlyn, what is the best thing to do when you are not feeling
happy? What does Merlyn propose to change Wart into for the last part of his
education?

What does Merlyn value most in life? Why does he share this with Wart?

What does Merlyn tell Wart about his (Merlyn’s) future? Does he ever tell Wart
about his (Wart’s) future? Why or why not?

How does Wart feel before encountering the hedgehog? Why does he feel this
way? What does Wart learn from the hedgehog?

About what two things does the badger say he can advise Wart?

Describe the badger’s lifestyle. How does he feel about hedgehogs? In what way
is this similar to the attitudes of humans?

What treatise is the badger writing?
According to the badger, at what stage are all creature equal?

Badger explains that all embryos ask for some areas of specialization except one.
According to Badger’s treatise, how does he explain the first Man?

What special choice is given to man? How does this choice exhibit wisdom and
make it possible for man to have dominance over fowls, beasts, and fishes? What
does man have that the other creatures lack once they have chosen areas of
specialization?

In what way does his experience as a badger present an opportunity to Wart?
What do you think Wart learned as a result of this experience?

My vocabulary list

vigil
presumptuous
lamentably
placating
repertoire
complacent
pathetic

Use another sheet of paper
to write your responses.
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Chapters XXII — XIV (pp. 240-256)

My think, write, and talk about chapter guide

L.

o =N

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

21.
22.

What news about King Pendragon does King Pellinore bring to Sir Ector’s castle
the night before Kay is to be knighted?

Furthermore, what sign concerning a sword and a stone does Pellinore report?

What is written on the sword? Does Wart hear King Pellinore’s report? Why or
why not?

What is the purpose of the tournament planned for New Year’s Day in London?
Why is Kay so anxious to go? What does this tell you about Kay? Has Kay
changed since he was a young boy?

How does the news that Merlyn is leaving affect Kay? Are you surprised? Why
or why not?

What evidence is there that Sir Ector never understood Merlyn’s real value?
By what method does Merlyn leave? Does anyone go with him?
Describe the trip to London. Where does Sir Ector’s household stay?

In Chapter XXIII Kay is called Sir Kay. He sends Wart back to the inn to get his
sword, which he forgot. Why does Wart feel insulted by Sir Kay?

. When Wart finds the inn locked, he searches for a sword; but all the shops are

closed. What does Wart misinterpret the sword in the stone to be?

Wart asks the absent Merlyn for help in removing the sword from the stone for
Kay to use. He feels the presence of all the animals who have gathered with love
for him. What happens next?

Who first realizes the significance of the sword which Wart delivers to Sir Kay?
What does Sir Kay tell his father?

How does Sir Ector react to this news? What does he do and say? Why do you
think Kay confesses his lie?

What does Sir Ector tell Kay to do? Is he successful? Who takes the sword out
three times?

Does Wart realize the significance of being able to take the sword out of the
stone? Does Sir Ector realize the significance of this event?

What is the favor Sir Ector asks for his son Kay when Wart becomes king?

What does the author seem to think of the gifts Arthur received for his
coronation? Find examples to support your opinion.

What news does Merlyn bring to King Arthur? What does Merlyn promise King
Arthur?

Why do you think King Pendragon sent his heir to Sir Ector’s castle?

From your knowledge of his childhood, what kind of a king do you predict that
Arthur will be? What do history and legend tell us about his reign?

Why do you think the author ends the book with the words “The Beginning”?

In what ways did his experience as a student to Merlyn present an opportunity to
Wart? What do you think was the most important lesson Wart learned as a result
of this experience?

My vocabulary list

petulantly
heir
skeptically
dematerialize
sumptuous
hostelry
impregnable

Use another sheet of paper
to write your responses.
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